
Amendments to the Specification: 



Please replace paragraphs [0037] and [0045] of the Application with the 
following amended paragraphs: 




[0037] Figure 3E is an illustration of the transfer of control for the shared set of wireless 
devices 332, 334, 336, 338, 340, 342, between the s e cond and third third and fourth 
computers. Another request to switch control is issued. Computer C 318 receives the 
transmission and processes the request. The communication links 328 to the I/O devices 
332, 334, 336, 338, 340, 342, are terminated, as is the data link 308 to display 302. The 
present master, computer C 318 switches control via communication link 319 to the next 
master, computer D 320. Computer C 318 becomes a slave machine until being selected 
to take control again and no longer has control of the display 302 or the wireless I/O 
devices 332, 334, 336, 338, 340, 342. As computer D 320 becomes the new master, 
computer D 320 initializes communication links 310, 330, to monitor 302 and the I/O 
devices 332, 334, 336, 338, 340, 342. Computer D 320 assumes control and begins 
normal system operations. The wireless switch of control from computer C 318 to 
computer D 320 is completed. „ — 



[0045] Figure 6 is a flow chart showing one embodiment of a method in accordance with 
the present invention for switching the use of a shared set of wireless devices between 
multiple computers. At block 602, a key combination to request a switch of control is 
toggled. Various key combinations can be used in different embodiments. Similarly, 
some embodiments may include specially programmed buttons. The master computer 
receives the switching request via a wireless transmission at block 604. The master 
processes the request and prepares the transfer of control over the I/O devices. For one 
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embodiment, a mechanism may be included to ensure that the prospective new master is 
permitted to use the wireless I/O devices currently attached to the present master and that 
the prospective new master can trust the I/O devices to render its inputs/outputs. Thus a 
switching request from the prospective new master computer may optionally be 
accompanied by a mutual challenge-response type authentication request. Failure on the 
part of either the current master or the prospective new master to authenticate the other 
computer will result in a disconnection between the computers. At block 606, the master 
computer communicates with the computer requested to be in control. For one 
embodiment, the master may transmit device settings or configurations to the requested 
computer. The requested computer at block 608 acknowledges the request for control 
change and that it should prepare for becoming master. At block 610, the requested 
computer assumes position of master. The old master becomes a slave machine in the 
system. Meanwhile, the old master at block 612 performs housekeeping operations with 
the I/O devices and closes the connection to those devices. The closing of the 
connections does not necessarily mean the old master is not in contact with the devices 
any more. Closing the connection indicates that the old master is not actively exchanging 
data and commands with the wireless I/O devices as in normal operations. However, the 
old master, like the other slaves in the system, can be monitoring the wireless 
transmissions in the vicinity of the system te-in order to detect requests to switch control. 
At block 614, the new master communicates with the wireless devices and takes control 
of the wireless I/O devices. The I/O devices recognize the new master computer at block 
616. The new master assumes normal operations with the I/O devices at block 618. 
Some type of handshaking transmissions can also occur during the transmissions between 
the devices and computers. 



